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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the 
obligation under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each 
claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order 
for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 
U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
September 12, 2005, has been entered. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claim 21 is objected to because of the following informalities: 

In claim 21, line 3, to avoid confusion, "initiating a state change from" should be 
-initiating a state change, from™. 
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Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 21-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by EP 
Patent No. 0 055 314 to Hedges. 

With respect to claim 21 , Hedges discloses a method for managing a network of 
devices consuming a resource provided by a utility, said method comprising the 
steps of initiating a state change, from a utility computing platform, to affect resource 
consumption at at least one premise (page 10, lines 1-9 and Figure 1), receiving 
said state change from said utility computing platform at a gateway at said at least 
one premise (page 10, lines 3-6 and Figure 1), processing, at said gateway, said 
state change from said utility computing platform to determine an energy 
management scheme for affecting resource consumption at said at least one 
premise (page 13, lines 1-13 and Figure 2), translating, at said gateway, said state 
change from said utility computing platform into a native format used by at least one 
device in said network of devices consuming said resource (i.e. convert the RF state 
change signal to corresponding load controlling logic) (page 12, lines 15-25 and 
Figure 2), and generating control signals (page 12, lines 21-25) to control said 
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network of devices consuming said resource (page 15, lines 18-25), said control 
signals being a function of said state change from said utility platform and said 
energy management scheme determined by processing at said gateway (page 12, 
lines 21-25 and page 13, lines 1-13). 

With respect to claim 22, Hedges discloses monitoring consumption of devices at 
said gateway (page 12, lines 8-11) to determine compliance with said energy 
management scheme (page 10, lines 1-14), and feeding back to said utility 
computing platform results of said monitoring step (page 9, lines 10-17 and page 10, 
lines 9-14). 

With respect to claim 23, Hedges discloses that additional state changes may be 
initiated by said utility as a function of the results of said monitoring step (page 10, 
lines 1-14). 

With respect to claim 24, Hedges discloses that said at least one premise is a 
single premise or a selected grouping of premises (page 12, lines 3-6 and Figure 1) 

With respect to claim 25, Hedges discloses said processing step involves 
applying rules from a rules engine to said state change (i.e. engine of rules 
controlling predetermined state changing sequences) (page 14, lines 2-13). 

With respect to claim 26, Hedges discloses that said additional state changes are 
initiated to achieve target demand reduction (page 10, lines 1-14). 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 21-26 have been considered but are 
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moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
Applicant's disclosure. 

U.S. Patent No. 6,538,577 to Ehrke discloses a method for managing a network 
comprising receiving a demand-response event requested over a wide area network 
from the utility to a gateway (column 7, lines 1-8) in communication with a local 
network (column 7, lines 9-20), forwarding the demand-response event request 
through the local network to a translator for the operational resource consuming 
device (column 7, lines 9-20), translating the request into a native format for the 
operational resource consuming device (column 7, lines 15-20), receiving and 
storing post demand-response event data from the operational resource consuming 
device (column 7, lines 20-22 and 56-57 and column 9, lines 30-38), and forwarding 
the post demand-response event data through the wide area network to the utility 
(column 7, lines 25-33), the utility analyzing the post demand-response event data 
(column 1, lines 21-23 and column 9, lines 30-38). 

U.S. Patent No. 6,622,097 to Hunter teaches a method and apparatus for 
reading and controlling electric power consumption comprising a gateway control 
device that is portable (column 5, lines 17-23 and column 7, lines 30-35), includes a 
graphical user interface (column 6, lines 50-64) and a user interface control 
mechanism for selecting portions of the user interface (i.e. mouse pointer) (Figure 6 
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and column 7, lines 30-35) in order to initiate a state change of the operational 
resource consuming device (column 7, lines 56-63) for cost efficiency (column 8, 
lines 18-26). Hunter teaches that the control device controls the consumption of 
units of resource provided by a utility (column 7, lines 64-65). Hunter also teaches 
that the device is a thermostat for monitoring ambient temperature in communication 
with a climate control unit in communication with a communication network (column 
7, line 64 to column 8, line 7) whereby the thermostat transmits temperature data to 
the gateway (i.e. end-user interface) (column 8, lines 14-16 and 34-42) and receives 
command signals from the gateway to the climate control unit to heat or cool the 
ambient airspace by receiving operational data from the resource consuming device 
comparing the data to a rules set (i.e. baseline levels) and transmitting a state 
change command to the resource consuming device when a rule is satisfied (column 
7, line 64 to column 8, line 7). 

U.S. Patent No. 5,696,695 to Ehlers et al. teaches a system for rate-related 
control of electrical loads including a menu and button driven graphical user 
interface (column 14, lines 38-56 and Figures 11-15). 

U.S. Patent No. 6,029,092 to Stein teaches a system and method for providing 
modular control and for managing energy consumption. 

U.S. Patent No. 6,157,874 to Cooley et al. teaches power control systems and 
processes. 

U.S. Patent No. 6,281,601 to Edelman et al. teaches a turbogenerator power 
control system and method. 
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8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jeffrey R. West whose telephone number is 
(571)272-2226. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 
8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Marc S. Hoff can be reached on (571)272-2216. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273- 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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